44. Cleaning
of RESOPAL surfaces

Although a wide range of positive product application
experience over many years is available with regard
to our products, we recommend that users carry out
their own tests as to the possible applications of our
products.

We shall not be liable — inasmuch as this is permitted
by law — for any technical application advice that we
may give.
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Explanations and Notes
1. Scope of application

The details provided in the summary below apply to
the surfaces of decorative high pressure laminates
(HPL) according to EN 438, Part 1, and elements
manufactured from this material. These cleaning
notes apply to contamination arising from normal
use as well as to heavier contamination that may
arise when HPL materials are processed and/or HPL
elements are fitted.

2. General notes

Due to their resistant and hygienic, dense surface,
HPL do not require any special care. They are gene-
rally easy to clean; as a rule, this also applies to
structured surfaces. Care products are superfluous.
Furniture polish and cleaning agents containing wax
tend to fill up HPL surface structure patterns and to
build up into a sticky, unattractive, dirt-trapping
layer; therefore, they must not be used ! During
their service life HPL surfaces should be cleaned at
regular intervals.

For any necessary cleaning work, it should be
ensured that only non-agressive cleaning agents are
used. In particular, they must not contain any scou-
ring components as such agents may cause changes
in the degree of gloss and scratching. In some cases,
where special contamination or soiling has occurred,
cleaning agents must be used which may be corrosi-
ve, contain solvents, or be inflammable. In all such
cases, you must comply with the relevant accident
prevention regulations, suitable precautionary mea-
sures must be taken, and the premises must be well
ventilated in sufficient measure.

3. “High gloss HPL surfaces”

Cleaning these surfaces requires somewhat more
care. Cleaning agents containing abrasive or scouring
components - even in minimum quantities - will
cause irreversible changes in the gloss effect. In the
same way, care products (e.g. furniture polishes) will
leave residues that detract from the even gloss of the
HPL surface.

Therefore, only cleaning solutions or solvents may
be used that dry without leaving any residue whatever.
Note here that, immediately after cleaning, HPL
high gloss surfaces will be rubbed dry without
leaving any stria by means of a clean, soft, absorbent
cloth - preferably made of cotton.

4. Cleaning recommendations

The table contains contamination-type specific clea-
ning notes and (example only) explanations with
regard to special problems. Naturally, users should
start with the most non-aggressive method first.

For handling chemical agents in trade areas, such as in

- drugstores and chemists’ shops

- medical practices, premises for medical treatment,
operating theatres

- hairdressers” shops

- photographic laboratories

- physical and technical laboratories

- medical and biological laboratories

- chemical laboratories

- food retail premises, and the food industry (meat
processing)

additional notes are provided in the chapter
“Application of RESOPAL sheets in areas subject to
special chemical loads and high hygiene require-
ments”.

Note: This cleaning recommendation was prepared
by the International Committee of the Decorative
Laminates Industry. The recommendation is based on
the state of processing technology in the European
countries.
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